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recognition of cultnral,%;plUralismns intrinsic in 'society in the
ed States i receiving,indreased attention from the nation's educators
realize that Cultural diversity manifests itself daily in the clastroom

and often is the source of communication breakdown, misunderstd5ding, and
I .

Conflict.
( 1

Conseiluently, scho 1 systems across the country are seek_ to develop a s

:variety of curricu u offerings thallwill 'deal with this ltural 4iveraity,
in substantive and affirmative ways.

The Jefferson., Cotinty Public. Schools became directly involved in this
f search as, the of a grant from the United States Office of Education
1for the development of an. Ethnic Studies Program in local sobooas. The
f!gran't resulted from a joint.proposal.by tha.University of Louisville, the
Jefferson aunty. tubliciScilools, and the Louisville Chamber of Commprce.

A

IC,tTLIDIES

Tp meet grant guidelin a curriculum writing 6mmitcee comprised of
ldcal instrjctional 1 rs and teachers' met during the months of July and
Aug st, 19 i to develpperiteria for an ethnic studies program, to analyze
pres nt ethnic studies courses, to cotruct model units for implementation

and to p ethnic fairsdn six county (schools.in c linty classroo



-t PROGRAM CRITERIA,
4

The Curriculum gniting CoMmittee for the Ethnic Studiew Program b neves
that an Ethnic Studies-y*ram should ,cross dfdeiplinary lines t_.roughout
the curticulam and must inalude the examination ofrajor.ethnic groups
reprdsented in American ,society.

The committee further be/ieves that the specific characteristics.listed
`below mark a definitiye-ethn studies program and should be reflected,
in.vArying-degrees, it iAdiVIdual ethnic studies courses.

Charateristic1

An, Ethnic udies:,Program,.logical

*
'Emphasizes thuniversaldokty_of hum= needs',N

?.. Explores the experiences and cdritrib Ons of ethnic/rgrobps
Analyzes the relationships between ethic groups. -

4; Develops Whistorical.perspective of ethic groups
5.' Provides a balanced'accurate and impartial treatment of &Chn c,

groups
.Analyzes tunic myths and stereotype's

7. -Contains interdisciplinary elements
Explores utue prospects pgNethnie groups
ndorse the principle of social equality,- individuals

O. Vocuses can 'attitudes d values of ethnic coups
Promotes individuaLAseif-awareness and ;feelings of self wort

12. Seeks accommodation,- appreclAtionadd accelitance of cultural
diversity

b

I
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ETHNIC STUDIESTHE II GRANT EXPERIENCE: THE LOT ; LONG, JO
I

D_-cription of the. Unit

This unit,focusealon the dreams and tedlitieti ofone.family-
immigration and assimilation into theIMerican'society. The
Unit is offered as a, supplement to Social StWies 102, Soci.al-

, Studies 202, .Social- Studies 302, Euglish.-322; Social Studi#s 401,,
Social Studies 402, Social Studies 408, and to En lioth 450 and
English 469.

Suggested Time

One week

General Objective

Gains an understanding and appreciation of
and assimilation into American society.

Concepts

pmfgration
Assimilation
Conformity
Accommodation
Prejudice
Discrimination
Poverty
Nucledg Family
Extended Family
Peer Group

ne fa. immigration-
3/4



CRRETEST

Ethnic Studied
.The ,Immigrant Experience

"The immigrant Experience: Tha long, Long, Journey"
r

A; ,R/ace the teeter of each t4w. in the space to the t of the
definition i matches. - -

1. :Entrance of a person into'a new country the pur ose
est blishing-permanent residence

2. The act.et-iking or recognizing differences and distinctions.

3. An opinion formed without taking rime and cate,to judge
fairly

5.

process by which immigrants or other newcomers are brought
to adbpt the attitudes and cultural patterns of the society
into which they have come

A group of pepl_ of the same background class,. social
status

ActiOn to agreement with. generally accepted standards of
conduct

7. The condition of being, poor; lack of what is needed

4
The process by which immigrants retain the ethni values,-

,but incorporate some of the new country's attitudes and
cultuTal patter& with them

A. Peer Group

B. Prejudice

Immigration

ConforMity

E. Accommodation

List the kinds of problems and conflicts1Which,,you-think, the early
twentieth Century European tairaigrant experienced in the.United States.

7- Poverty

Discrimination

Assimilation

2



Behavioral Objective 1

Given thb question; What-kinds of problems id the early` twentieth
Century European immigrants experience in'the United States ?, the
student will.predict the types of problems encountered by theLearly-'
twentieth century immigrants to the United States and will group and
label the problems.

Instructional Strategies

List student risponses to the question,
Whet kinds of problemR did the early 4

twentieth." entury European immigrants
experience in the United_States?,'If
student responds with general terms
(e.g., prejudice or discrimination),
elicit specific information-and examples
(e.g., the immigrant doesn't speak English
well; peers -'ridicule /misunderstand her/him).

Ethnic Studies ,

The ImMigrant Experience

Having listed a variety of responses, Ask
for similarities among the responses and
group, on the chalkboard, th.o4e responses
which have been identified as being similar.

Askr atudents to label those grouped
esponses which are similar.

The'labeled responses May reflect the key
ideas or concepts of the unit. Compare the
labels of the class list with the concepts
listed in this curriculum guide and intro-
dime and discuss those concepts from the
guide which do not appear in the class list.

Behavioral Objective 2

Facilitating Materials

Chalkbbardi,nr roll-
paper for recording
responses

Following-6 class.viewiNrof the film The Immigrant_Experience: The
Lone", Long; Journey; the-stlident will contribute to a class list of
problems encountered by the immigrant family in the film and lifer the
value conflicts inherent in the problems.

Instructional Strategies

Before showing the film, ask students to
make notes as they view the film. Their
notes should focrus on listing specific
economic and social problems that the
family in this film faces.

Facilitatin

Film:

The Immigrant Experience:
The Long, Lon Journey.



Instructional Strategies!

Following-the viewing of th film, review
plot and character development in the film.
(See ppst test items.)

Have students refer to the list of problems
they predicted (in connection with
Behavioral Objective 1) and to the film
notes they have-made. For each of the
general predictions,(ask:

What problems-did you see in the film
that relate to your predicted problem
(e.g., of.language difficulties)?

Guide the students in subsuming their
specific, observations from the film under
the general previewing.predictions they
made.

Ask the students to identify the value,
conflicts inherent in the economic p:and
social problems this family faced.'
For example, students may have identified
as one social/economic problem, Janek's
dropping out-of school. This.illustrates
the following value conflicts:

Value

The family values an "American
education" for children.

The family values "long-term"
benefits of education.

The family values.the individual's
right to develop as a person.

Ethnic Studies
The Tmmisgrant Experience

facilitating Materials

Conflicting Value

The family values each member's
help in meeting economic needs.
of the family.

The family values "short-term"
benefits of Janek's working.

The family values the family
unit's right to hold together.



Et Studies
Thd _grant Experience

BehaviOral objective 3

Having listed the problems entountered,by Janek's family and having
inferred the value conflicts inherent in thosd 'problems, the student,
participating as a member of a small group, will present two possible
solutions for a teacher-as ned problem from the class list

Instructional Strategies Facilitating_Materfals

Appoint:small groups to discuss and
present proposed solutions to specific
_pr9bIems,of the immigrant
kT401grpUps should consider the following
qturfetfOns sequentially in'discussing
solutions to the problems:

l. How did the family respond to the
problem?

2. What other responbes might they
have made?

3. How could American society have
been modifiedito remove the
problem?

Have group- chairpersons present to the
class their-group's two proposed
solutionsto specific problems of the
,migrant ,family.

'Encourage students' o take into account
the value conflicts inherent in the
problems and remind 'them that any
proposed solution will have to
`accommodate the values of the
immigrants family.

5



Ethnic Studies
The Immigrant Experience

BehaVioral Objective 4

Having clarified the concept of tradition and having discussed the
role of tradition in helping families to fulfill common functions

providing love, security), the student will describe, in an
e _ay, the role that religion, and traditional values played in
ma ntaining the stability of the immigrant family portrayed in the
film.

Instructional Strategies

Have students listen to Tradition, the
musical prologue to Tiddleron the Roof.
Ask'students, first, to name specific
traditions discussed in the prologue.
Then lead students to conclude a definition
for the concept, tradition. Ask questions,
such as the following:

How did the traditions named in
recording enable the Russian Jew
to keep. their balance in the
culture?

How did the immigrant family in the
film use similar traditions to keep
their balance in the United States?.

What specific traditions did
Jartek's family.: call upon? dow did
each traditioncontribute to the
stability of the family.? How did
the tradition bring them in con-
flict with the "American" way of
life?

Example:

Facilitating Materia

Recording:
"Tradition," Fiddler on the
Roof., (available from E)C)

Tradition: RespeCt for grandmother (elders)

Ways the tradition contributed to family stability: Gave order
to family structure; clarified roles of family members

Ways the tradition brought family in conflict with American
society: Respect for grandmother's Polish speech conflicts with
teacher's suggestion to use English at home for practice

Explain that the assignment for this objective requires each student to
develop an essay built on the following thesis:

The social and religious traditions of Janek's family enabled the
family to maintain stability in an alien land.

6

u



Instructional Strategies

Remind students. that good essay develop-
ment depends on'the usp of specifie
supporting details and explanation'to
develop the thesis.. Work individually
with students to help with'outlining
and planning the essay. One useful
instructional strategy is to have
students exchange completed essays for
peer evaluation. The original author
can then revise and correct her/his
essay based on the peer's comments,
before submitting the work to the
teacher.

Behavioral Objective 5

Ethnic Studies
The Immigrant Experience

FaCilitarin _Materials

Having explored the concepts of assimi ation, discrimination, prej-
udice, and peer group, thestude9t,_participating as a member of a
small group, will design and role play a skit focused on at least
one of the problems/conflicts of Janek.

Instructional_ Strategies

Assign small groups to design and
develop a role-playing skit.

Have students present the skits.

Behavioral Objective 6

Facilitating Materials

Wok Sheet 1, Role-
P1 yipg Skit," p. 8.

Following another class viewing of the film, The Immigrant Experience:
The Long_, Long, Journey, the student, assuming the role or character
of Janek, will describe, in a letter addressed to her/his brother in
Poland, the dreams and realities of the family's Immigration and
assimilation experiences in.the United States.

Instructional_strategies Facilitating terials

Have students view the film a second time. Film4
The Immigrant Experience:_

Help the students to formulate a letter The Long, Loig, Journey.
as a class. before each student writes
her/his own. Students should be
encouraged to;make letters realistic by
telling of specific, simple, everyday
happenings (e.g., "Yesterday at'
School I .").



n Instructional StrategiesIs uctio

Have students view sample immigrant
letters in Land_of_Immigrants.'

Note: The purpose of the actiiities
suggested in Behavioral Objectives 5
and 6 is to'provide the student with
an .opportunity to empathize with the
.experiences of Janek and his family.

Behavioral Objective 7

Ethnic Studies
The Immigrant Experience

Facilitating'Mhterials

Cutler, Charles L. and
GeorgelF. Land

of. Immigrants, pp. 13, 22.

Iiavif discussed the problems faCed by the immigrant
responses made to the problem, the student will writ
defense of a thesis such as one of'the following:

amily and the
an essay in

Janek achieved the American Dream through accommodation i

retaining his own-values and incorporating the aspectS o
American life that he could accommodate).

Janek achieved the American Dream through assimilation (i.e.,
accepting American values in place of his "Old Country" ways).

Instructional Strategies

'Discuss ti*concept of the "AMerican
Dream" with students (e.g., opportunity
for anyone with ambition to succeed,
emphasis on material gain).

Ask students to consider' whether
Janek, as a,midslle-aged man at the
film's end, has achieved the "American
Dream." If so, how did he do it? If
not, why d6 you say he has not?

Give students the essay assignment
stated in the behavioral objective and
help individuals to formulate a thesis
statement and to plan the essay
development.

Facilitating Materials



Work Sheet

Subjec

ROLE:PiAYING SKIT

,
Ethnic -udies

The Imm grant experience

Assimilation problems o'Janek as shown in the film. he Immigrant
Tasperience:' A- Long, UOlig, Journey, r.

DireCtiQnS
, -

Students, partijcipatingin small groups, will design and role play
a skit focused ig't, the pioblems,.conflicts, and abtaseJanek
experienced in fits efforts to adapt to life. in America. Students'.
may leither'select one of the folloviing topics' for their role
playing skits or create new themes from their'filmviewing
experience:

t

1. Janek's violent confrontation 'with his father regarding the
family's usage of the Polish language at home

2. Janek's experience with his teacher regarding his.properin age of
the English language and her concerns for his Complete
assimilation into the American society 4

Janek's reaction to the peer pressure of his school el_vironment
(e.g., the banana incident)

4. A contemporary role - playing skit to pa,rallel Janek-s exp
(e.g., peer-group ridicule, xacial disCrimination, preju
sex discrimination)

I

V
I



POST -TEST

"The Immigrant Experience: The Long Long, Journey"

Xlice tWlettee'of each ter_ 1n the space to the left of the.definit =n-
it matches. A,

Entrance of a' person into a new countIty the purpose of
establishing/pertAnent residenc

t

The act otmak recognizing differences and distinctioni,

An opinion formes without -taking time and-care to judge. fairly

The process by which immigrants or-other newcomers are brought
to adopt the attitudes and cgltural patterns of the society into

"which they have come

group of People of the aArne background, class, social

6. Action in agreement with gene-ally a ceptedisLnldrds, of conduc

lack what is heeded

atus

The condition of being po

8. The procqss by which immigrants,re in their ethnic values, but
incorporate some of the new country's attitudes and cultural
patterns with them

Peer Group

-B. Prejudice

C. Immigration

D. Conformity

E. Accommp

8.

F. Poverty,

G. Discrimination

Assimilation

True or False

Because Janek's, family w_-yery poor, Janek's father came to
America. first and wbrkedein a slaughterhouse to earn enough
money'to,send for his family.

Aftet Janek's family Errived in Aterica, they begin to enjoy all
of the'bdnefits and advantages lerica has to offer.

9



a

ccupation with being a-----,.

Et c:Studis
The Immigrant Expel-

eenhorn".createe,all
ily and dahool problems for him.

* .

sister,' Kashia, was .sent off .to marry d. wido(- wer
isconsin bedause of the family's need to money.

14.

17.

Janek
faml
disa lity.

ely taught-th ea of elf-reliance when the
athe-.'s ac 'den&and permanentContend

theligion and'fa.1111 tradil
keeping Janek's family to

Janek's first experie_
ocrred in his school.

Janek exchanged his
America because his

k

Janek's early schoo
important.role,in h:
way of life:

-s playedli 'no role
ha during difficult times',

th prejudice and 1iscrimination

4P

Polish hat for the type 'of hat worn in
hat was worn and tattered. . ,

g .

experience obvibusp played a very
efforts to be assimilated into the American (

Tq Janek, the Americ n society seemed to dema of him the
abandonment of the traditions and language of h4s family,

V ,

A.S. Janek's famil- emigrated to America primarily because
, economic opportunities available in the United States,.

, ,

\

19. Janek apparently achieved in later years much of -:hat he had-
originally hoped for, in terms of "success" and &elf-
fulfil ent.

20. "The Immigrant Experience: The L
of an immigrant family's experienc
grounds and the ideals of America.

10

Long, Journey" is a saga
hich illustrates the back-



- Ethnic Studies
The Immigant Experience

Film

The loilewin 'available
Center: ,

RESOURCES*

row the Jefferson County Audiovisual

1210 The,_Immigrant.Experience: A Long, Long,__ Journey. Learning
Corp. of America, 1973. 31 mint, Color. Sound.

"rrpdition;
EDC)

el

F'i'ddler on the Robf., United

p

sts, n.d. available from

Cutler, Charles and Morrill, George:P. Land of Immigrants
Backgrounds: An American Reader Series. Columbus, io : Xerox
Education Publications,' 974..

40

*If materials are not available in the school, telephone theEthnic
Heritage Studies Project Office at EducationAevelopment Center (456- 270 ).



BOOK SELECT' REEVALUATION POLICY

k

lt

The pri4Sry'objective of the school materials center is to,implement,
enrich and support the educational program of the school.

40

Toe school materials center should contribute to the social, intellect a
cultural and,spiritual development of the students.

.

Selection

Materials for they school materials
in consultation with administrators
And parents.

Reputable, unbiased,
consulted as guidses.

Criteria for selection

enter shoud be selected by libra-
superviso a, faculty members, students

rofessionly prepared selection aids should be

Seledtion should consider the needs of the individual schabl based o 'a
knowledge of the cutriculud and on=requests from administrators and
teachers.

Consi

of elementary and secondary youth and on requests of parents and students.
i should be given to individual students based on a knowledge

Selection mould provide for a wide range of materials on all levels of
difficulty, with a diversity of appeal and the presentation of different
points o view.

The instructional maltrials should have high li erary'yelue.

Materials shold have superior fo

Jefferson County ublic Schools. Key to Policies and Procedures for
Librarians. Louisville; Ky.: JeffersoniCounty Board of Education, 1969.



BOOK SELECTION AND MATERIAL REEVALUATION PROCEDURES

Revised ,June 27, 1969

We seek to educate young people in Che democratic tradition, to foster a recognition
of indivi uar freedom and social responsibilfty; to inspire meaningful awareness

Jof and're pest for the Constitution and-the Bill),f Rightsand to instill appreci-
Ationoe"the values of individual personality. It is recognized that these ,

democratic_Valu9s:can best be transmitted in an atmosphere which is free frog
censorship andifirtificial restraints upon free inquiry and learning and in which
academic freedom for teacherand student is -encouraged.

It

abl
further recognized that there arearea&ofauch a controversial or question-
-ture that some restraints upon complete acadeTic. freedom are necessary.

The Jefferson County Bdard of._ ucati on wishes to meet ignorance, hatred and
prejudice not/with more ignorance, hatred and prejudice; but with understanding,
goodness; and reason, Therein no individual will be allowed to impose his
personal views in any subject area, and the best professional behavior and
individual thought will bd expected at all =times. When political, moral or
social probleMs arise within the classroom as topics of discussion or study,
opportunities for opposing points of view must be provided.

The -Board of Education does not advocate a policy of censorship, but a practice
of judicious selection ormaterials to be used with students in he classrooms
of Jefferson County Public Schools, and wants only to be.helpful to the teachers
in providing good leatning experiences for boys and girls. Teach rs shall u4e
prudent judgment in determining Wiotether materials are of such nature and shall
submit items to their principal and suPervisors for approval before inclusion
ire:their instructional, programs -' Should such material be selected for inclusion
in a teacher's 'curriculum guide, and objections to same evolve, the Board insists
upon the followtng.,

ved will be provided an opportunity to discuss the Jmatter
fully with local school personnel.

The materials reevaluation, procedure will be initiated and conclusions
reported to the school and individuals involved. See attached BOOK
SELECTION AND MATERIALS REEVALUATION POLICY.

With reference to,library books per se and book selection, the form used
in 1963-69 and the years before may be used See attached CITIZEN'S
REQUEST FOR REEVALUATION OF MATERIAL.

Furthermore, in recognition of the scope of this problem, the Board encourages the
administrations 'cif-the local schools to form panels of qualified persons, appoint-
ed fairly teacher, parents and other school and community --presentatives),
to consider materials to be usWi in the curriculums that might h ve an adverse
effect on students, In addition, the Board suggests that indiv dual school
departments be encouraged to consider, read and review all supplementary.
curricular, inclusions that might be' offensive' politically,, socially or otherwise.



BOOK SELECTION AND MATERIALS REEVALUATION POLICY

Individuals, organizatidns, or groups who challenge or criticize instructional

materials shall be asked 1c, complete the form Citizen's Request for ReevaJuatien

of'Islaterial comparable' -to that suggested by the National Council of Teachers of.

After completing the above mentioned form, a school committee composed of the

teacher in the subject area, the principal, the supervisor and, the lOrarian

shall review with thg complainant the written criticisms and attempt to reach

,a decision concerning the complaint

If a decision is not reached which is satisfactory to the complainant, the

principal shall request the Associate Superintendent for Instruction to delegate

a central committee to.t'eview and make a final decision concerning the disposit-
.

ion of thecaplaint. This decision will be reporte-d back to the principal by

the Associate Superintendent tot Instruction. This central committee shall be .

composed of an administrator, a supervisor in the subject area under question, a

classroom teacher in the subject area, the Coordinator of Library Services and

a mature*,parent, preferably:from the school district from which the complaint

orginates. No member of the central committee shall have been a member of tOe

ideal school committee with the exception of the supervisor.

The materials involved shall have been withdrawn from general circulation and

"use. pending a decision -in writing by the central committee.

However, in the event the complainant does not concur with the decision,'he may

request that this child be excused from any contact with the, objectionable-,subject

matter.. Such requests will be honored.

*Thqaword mature in this'context applies to all members the committee and

meaty highly developed or advanced in intellect, moral qu ties and outlook.

The materials center In each school. should have on file "Citizen's Request for

Reconsideration of a Book" from The Students' Ri-h' to Read. Reprinted by

permission of the National Council of Teachers of English, October 16, -1963.



CITIZEN' S REt TEST FOR REEVALUATION OF 14ATER _L

0
Author (if known).

Title

Book'

Film

Filmstr

Record

:lecture

Other

Publisher (if known)

Request initiated by

Telephone

Complainant represents:

himself

organ tions NaMe)

other p (Name

1. To what in the mate i.al do you object? Please be spec

Add

What do you feel might be the result of exposure to the material?

For what age group would you recommend this mate

Is there anything good about this material

5. Did you inspect all of this material carefully? What parts?

6. Are you aware of the ju of this material by critics? -

7. What do you believe is the theme or main idea .in this material?,

Which of the following would you like the school to do with this material?

refrain from assigning'it to your child
'withdraw it from all students

refer it to the committee for reevaluation

9. In its place, what material, if any, would you recommend that would convey
as valuable ariicture and perspective of our civilization?

Signature of Complainant



The Ethnic Heritage Studies Project is sponsored
by the Jefferson County Public School System, the
University of'Louisville, and the Louisville
Bicentennial Corporation of the Chamber of
Comme.ice and is partially funded by the United'
States. Office of Eduation. The unit is being used

,exclusively by selected teachers in the Jefferson
County Public Schools.


